
8

Your Finances

Geneva has many citizens 
who act as ambassadors 
to support various 

organizations that provide services 
and assistance to residents in need. 
These organizations can be found 
in many different communities, 
but there is a difference in the 
Geneva participation that creates 
a unified effort to give back to our 
community.

The organizations that just 
participated together to raise money 
as part of a campaign “Play With a 
Purpose” helped funnel money back 
into the community in a multitude 
of different ways supporting various 
causes. The Geneva Chamber, the 
Rotary Club, the Lions Club, the 
Geneva Academic Foundation, 
the Geneva History Museum, the 
Geneva Community Chest, TriCity 
Family Services, CASA, and the 
Geneva Music Boosters all worked 
together in a 50/50 Charity Raffle 
to help support their causes. There 
are not many communities where 
organizations all pull together 
for the common needs of their 
residents.

It is not unusual to find the same 
people working on committees in 
numerous organizations. This also 
might be typical in other towns, 
but in Geneva there is a definite 
willingness to help support efforts 
that will benefit those in need. We 
work as individuals joining groups to 
create together the social conscience 

of our city.
Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “To 

know even one life has breathed 
easier because you have lived. This 
is to have succeeded.” Geneva as 
a community succeeds because 
of generation after generation of 
volunteers who have continued to 
provide talent, time and resources to 
help create a better place in which 
to live.

Many of the activities sponsored 
by these local groups also bring 
people together to participate in 
dinners, projects, events and other 
endeavors. All of these activities 
create a social bonding in Geneva, 
and thus the group involvement 
develops a social conscience and 
discourse that pervades and elevates 
the life within our town.

We know that in the realm of 
financial planning, those who chase 
after wealth as an end to become 
happy are often disappointed. We 
create a financial plan to discover 
what priority people give to their 
vision, values and goals. Plans 
help to give focus on the things 
you have in your life and build an 
understanding of what is really 
important. Chasing money to just 
have more is an endless task, and 
some people spend their whole 
lives with an empty feeling of 
never having enough. However, 
many people want to have purpose 
to their lives, and to have a life 
of significance becomes a more 

satisfying goal and in itself creates a 
prosperous life.

All of the foundations and non-
profit organizations in Geneva bring 
to the community energy and focus 
on important work that needs to 
be accomplished and provide work 
that helps create a significant life. 
Without such social involvement 
there would be a harmful void and a 
life left unfulfilled that would attack 
the health of Geneva as a safe and 
good place to live. 

“At the end of life we will not be 
judged by how many diplomas we 
have received, how much money we 
have made, how many great things we 
have done. We will be judged by ‘I was 
hungry and you gave me food to eat, I 
was naked and you clothed me, I was 
homeless and you took me in.’ Hungry 
not only for bread—but hungry for 
love. Naked not only for clothing—but 
naked for human dignity and respect. 
Homeless not only for want of a room 
of bricks—but homeless because of 
rejection.”—Mother Teresa.  
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A social conscience


